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    welfare program
The Iowa Farm Animal Care coalition held a press 
conference to announce its new program. From left: 
Greg Lear, president of the Iowa Pork Producers 
Council; Randy Wheeler, assistant state veterinar-
ian at the Iowa Department of Agriculture and  
Land Stewardship at the time of the conference; 
Tom Colvin, executive director at the Animal Rescue 
League of Iowa; Dr. Suzanne Millman, associate 
professor at Iowa State University; and at the 
podium, Denny Harding, executive director of  
the IFAC. Photo: Gary Fandel














introduced	the	concept	of	their	book,	Zoobiquity: The Astonishing 
Connection Between Human and Animal Health.	
UCLA cardiologist Barbara Natterson-Horowitz at the podium during 
the One Health Lecture sponsored by the College of Veterinary 
Medicine’s One Health Lectureship Series and University Lectures.  
A special noon-hour lecture was also held at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine for veterinary students, faculty, and staff. Photo: Bob Elbert
Seeking similarities to improve human, animal health
Making the
connection






























































Q	What has been the reaction of the healthcare community 








































Dr. Lisa K. Nolan, dean of the College  
of Veterinary Medicine, presents the  
Gentle Doctor statue to Kathryn Bowers 
(left) and Dr. Barbara Natterson-Horowitz 
after the lecture. Photo: Bob Elbert
For more information
>  Find details about the One Health Commission 
at www.onehealthcommission.org.
>  Learn about zoobiquity at www.zoobiquity.com.




      to Pawprints
By tracy ann raef
Professor and Dean Emeritus Dr. John U. Thomson 
with 2012 IVMA President Bill Williams and 
President Elect Jodie Pettit after the unveiling 
of the etching that honors his leadership on  
the building project. Photo: Catherine Logue
They tap their paws impa-tiently. Soon, it will be their chance to officially dedicate 
the new Hixson-Lied Small Animal 
Hospital. But first they need to wait 



















































Ceremonial ribbon crossers 
walked across a ribbon, instead 
of the traditional ribbon cutting, 
to officially open the Hixson-Lied 
Small Animal Hospital. From left: 
Alejandro Larios (’13) escorted by 
Chloe, a Weimaraner/Labrador 
mix; LeAnne Wichman (’15) 
escorted by Lars, a Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi; Lauren Larsen (’14) 
escorted by Señor Lopez, a long-
hair Chihuahua; Tony Lisankis 
(’16) escorted by Rosie, a German 
Shepherd; Christina Hixson who 
greeted all as they crossed the 
ribbon; Jon Tangen (’13) escorted 
by Dixie, a Lab/Golden Retriever 
mix; Mrs. Janet Leath and ISU 
President Steven Leath with 

























































































 The wait was over. It was  
now their turn. 
 Lined up and long ready, the 
VIPs crossed over the ribbon placed 
on the ground. Leading the pack 
were First Dogs Quill and Dixie 
with President Steven and Janet 
Leath, escorted by Jon Tangen (’13). 
Following them were Chloe, Rosie, 
Lars, and Señor Lopez who were 
each escorted by a student from 
each of the four veterinary classes. 
Greeting them on the other side  
of the ribbon was Ms. Hixson. 
Quick Facts
>	 Building	groundbreaking	–	April 13, 2010





Stange Award for  
Meritorious Service
the award is co-sponsored by 
the veterinary medical alumni 
association at Isu and presented 
annually. the award recognizes 
distinguished alumni for outstand-
ing professional achievements. 
It is the highest honor given to 
alumni of Iowa state’s College  
of veterinary medicine. the 2012 
recipients were Drs. Bruce heath 
(’62), arthur Lage (’67), and  
steven Leary (’71). 
William P. Switzer Award 
in Veterinary Medicine 
established in 1998 to recognize 
exemplary individuals who have 
made significant contributions 
to society through their achieve-
ments, or have made major 
contributions to the enhancement 
of the College of veterinary 
medicine. the 2012 recipient  
was Dr. roy schultz (’60).
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Dr. Robert Bruce Heath
Ft. Collins, Colo. 
Stange Award Recipient
An early pioneer in the field  
of veterinary anesthesiology,  
Dr. Bruce Heath developed an 
outstanding reputation as a 
clinician, teacher, and scholar. 
During his career, Dr. Heath 
advanced the knowledge of 
veterinary anesthesiology in 
animals, ranging from large and 
small animals to marine mammals.
Dr. Heath’s fieldwork on wild 
and captive marine mammals  
in the North Pacific Ocean  
and in South America has made 
significant contributions to the 
conservation of several species. 
When Steller sea lions were added 
to the endangered species list  
in the mid-1990s, it became 
necessary to handle these large 
mammals in the field. Dr. Heath 
developed a field anesthesia 
capability (equipment and tech-
niques) that gave researchers  
the ability to handle up to 
2,000-pound sea lions over  
long periods of time. This key 
contribution led to a rapid and 
essential expansion of the know-
ledge of the sea lions when their 
populations were plummeting. 
Dr. Heath himself has anesthetized 
more than 6,000 sea lions in the 
Pacific Rim for research and 
conservation purposes.
 Dr. Heath was a founding 
fellow of the College of Veterinary 
Anesthesiology. While at The 
Ohio State University, he built  
the second-largest animal  
anesthesia machine to be used  
in the United States. At Colorado 
State University, he was the  
first to evaluate safe positioning  
of and appropriate padding for  





Dr. Arthur Lage has led a distin-
guished career that has advanced 
public health, veterinary medicine, 
and human medicine.
 After successfully building 
one of the largest private specialty 
practices on the Atlantic Coast,  
Dr. Lage joined the faculty at  
Harvard University where today he 
is director of the Harvard Center 
for Comparative Medicine. One of 
his accomplishments at Harvard 
has been the implementation of 
the One Medicine approach at the 
Harvard Medical School’s Center 
for Minimally Invasive Surgery 
where he served as director for 10 
years. At the center, veterinarians, 
physicians, and other scientists 
work together to share their exper-
tise. With this approach, the group 
has been able to adapt devices and 
techniques for a variety of surgical 
applications, especially in the 
area of pediatric medicine.
 Within the field of veterinary 
medicine, Dr. Lage is an interna-
tional expert in renal physiology. A 
board-certified veterinary internist, 
Dr. Lage is a past president and 
chairman of the board of regents of 
the American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine (ACVIM). He 
was instrumental in establishing 
the Veterinary Medical Forum, 
one of the outstanding continuing 
education programs in North 
America. In 2008, he received 
the distinguished service award 
from the ACVIM.
 Dr. Lage is the past chairman 
of the Animal Welfare Committee 
for the State of Massachusetts 
Veterinary Medical Association. 
He is also a member of the board 
of directors for the Massachusetts 
Society for Medical Research and 
a board member for the New 
England Regional Center of 
Excellence for Biodefense and 
Emerging Infectious Diseases.  
He also volunteers his veterinary 




On Friday, Oct. 26, 2012, four alumni of the College of Veterinary Medicine were honored 
as part of the college’s Homecoming activities. Recipients of the Stange Award for 
Meritorious Service and the William P. Switzer Award in Veterinary Medicine were 
recognized during special ceremonies held by the college and university.{ }
By tracy ann raef 
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Dr. Steven Leary 
St. Louis, Mo.
Stange Award Recipient
During his 40-year career,  
Dr. Steven Leary has been a 
leader in organizations that 
support the humane and 
judicious use of animals in 
research and promote humane 
transport of all animals.
 Dr. Leary is recognized 
internationally for his expertise 
in long-term planning for 
institutional research animal care 
and use programs, as well as his 
forward-thinking yet practical 
approach to laboratory animal 
housing facility planning and 
design. As the assistant vice 
chancellor for veterinary affairs 
at Washington University in  
St. Louis,  Dr. Leary directs  
one of the largest, most species-
diverse, complex, and challenging 
research programs in the country.
A board-certified laboratory 
animal specialist, Dr. Leary 
participates in many organizations 
and activities that promote animal 
research and advocate animal 
welfare. He served as chair of  
the American Veterinary Medical 
Association’s Animal Welfare 
Committee, the 2011 Panel on 
Euthanasia, and is currently chair 
of the Panel on Humane Slaughter. 
He worked with the National 
Association for Biomedical 
Research and U.S. Congress  
on the development and passage 
of a law that places criminal 
penalties on animal rights 
extremist activities that target 
researchers and seek to prevent 
further life-saving research.
 Dr. Leary is an emeritus 
member of the Association for 
Assessment and Accreditation of 
Laboratory Animal Care, Interna-
tional and a past president of the 
American College of Laboratory 
Animal Medicine. In 2011, he 
was recognized by the American 
Veterinary Medical Association 
with the Charles River Prize,  
an award presented to those  
who have made distinguished 
contributions to laboratory 
animal science and who promote 
educational growth in the field.
Dr. Roy Schultz 
Avoca, Iowa
Switzer Award Recipient
Throughout his 50-year career, 
Dr. Roy Schultz has stood out 
among a very elite cadre of 
swine veterinarians who have 
established themselves through 
education, hard work, and  
outstanding service to the  
profession and the industry.
 Dr. Schultz is a world- 
recognized authority on the 
pathogen actinobacillus pleuro-
pneumoniae in growing swine. 
His groundbreaking discoveries 
for cultivation and the character-
ization of the organism and his 
efforts in diagnostic testing 
improvements have led to the 
prevention and control of this 
once-devastating disease.
 His commitment to the college 
and its alumni has been evidenced 
through his support of educational 
programs and mentorship of 
numerous veterinary students and 
new graduates.
 A charter member of the 
American Association of Swine 
Veterinarians, Dr. Schultz has 
served as its president and been 
the recipient of many of its awards, 
including the prestigious Heritage 
Award for lifetime achievements 
in swine medicine. He was named 
one of the 50 innovators in pork 
production by National Hog 
Farmer magazine in 2000 and 
one of 10 Pork Masters in 2002.
 Now retired, Dr. Schultz 
continues his efforts as a conser-
vationist. He is the co-founder  
of the Foundation for North 
American Wild Sheep, a nonprofit 
conservation organization. 






The 2012 award recipients (from left) Drs. Steven Leary (Stange Award), Arthur Lage (Stange 
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one	of	the	murals	in	the	client	reception	area	of	the	Hixson-lied	Small	Animal	Hospital	at	Iowa		





 Title: What Animals Do for Us: Never letting us out of their sight,	2011.
 Media: Wood-burned	and	painted	wood.
 Collection:  Commissioned	by	University	Museums,	Iowa	Art	in	Buildings	Project	for	
the	College	of	Veterinary	Medicine,	Small	Animal	Hospital	and	Clinic.	In		
the	Art	on	Campus	Collection,	University	Museums,	Iowa	State	University.	
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Russ and Lora Talbot, 2013 recipients 
of the ISU Foundation’s Cardinal and 
Gold Award. Photo: Jim Heemstra
alumninews
}
The Iowa State University Foundation recently recognized the  
outstanding contributions of alumni and friends of the university  
with its most prestigious honors during the annual Distinguished 
Awards Celebration Friday, April 19. 
 Lora and Russ Talbot are this year’s recipients of the Iowa State 
University Foundation’s Cardinal and Gold Award. The award recognizes 
individuals or couples who have provided dedicated and long-term 
service and creative leadership to the Iowa State Foundation and 
the university through the advancement of philanthropy. The Talbots 
embody a shared passion and pride for Iowa State University. In  
1998, they established the Russell G. and Lora L. Talbot Scholars  
in Veterinary Medicine, an endowed fund that provides a four-year 
scholarship to six students each year. They also made a lead gift 
to the College of Veterinary Medicine’s $1 million Kresge Challenge 
Grant, as well as additional major gifts to aid in the construction of 
the Dr. W. Eugene 
and Linda Lloyd 
Veterinary Medi-
cal Center and the 
Hixson-Lied Small 
Animal Hospital. 
The Talbots serve as 
volunteers on a number of boards and committees.
 Upon learning that the Talbots would receive an award for their 
philanthropy, first-year veterinary student Brandon Woods said: “It’s a 
humbling privilege to receive one of the generous scholarships funded 
by the Talbots. I have enjoyed getting to know them better through 
events at the college and the emails we exchange. They are always 
very interested in what I’m doing with club activities, wet labs, and 
classes. They are great people to whom I’ll be forever grateful.” 
Long-Time College Supporters 













UK Alumni Association Honors 
Dwyer for Excellence in Teaching
From left: Dr. Roberta Dwyer is pictured with 
University of Kentucky President Eli Capilouto  
and UK Alumni Association President George  
Ochs after receiving the Great Teacher Award. 
Photo: University of Kentucky













Wonderlich Elected National Grand President of AGR Fraternity
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herbert m. atkinson (‘45)
Lemoore,	Calif.		
December	8,	2012	
Lawrence e. Barnes (‘46)
Jackson,	N.J.		
August	7,	2012




norbert a. Dahlke (‘46)
Oshkosh,	Wis.		
July	11,	2012
Donald G. Devalois (‘44)
Yountville,	Calif.		
March	25,	2012
harold e. hedlund (‘45)
Wahoo,	Neb.		
April	4,	2013
robert vaughn Lewis (‘45)
Green	Valley,	Ariz.		
January	25,	2013
Peter B. meerdink (‘44)
Austin,	Texas		
September	12,	2011
richard e. mott (‘44)
San	Diego,	Calif.		
November	13,	2010
Dale C. mowbray (‘45)
Gainesville,	Ga.		
July	21,	2012
kenneth L. reinertson (‘43)
Marshalltown,	Iowa		
April	26,	2012






Jerome C. speltz (‘41)
Winona,	Minn.		
October	26,	2012




ruben e. ashbaugh (’54)
Sac	City,	Iowa		
January	10,	2013
Joseph t. Blake (‘56)
Provo,	Utah		
March	31,	2013
robert r. Dappen (‘50)
Story	City,	Iowa		
March	1,	2012
Durwood D. Davis (‘59)
Toledo,	Iowa		
January	2,	2013
Charles s. Dickinson (‘54)
Galva,	Ill.		
January	5,	2013
Duane F. Diemer (‘56)
Britt,	Iowa		
April	2,	2013
James a. Downard (‘51)
Michigantown,	Ind.		
June	5,	2012
Donald a. Dreesen (‘57)
Mt.	Prospect,	Ill.	
March	23,	2013
kenneth o. Fertig (‘57)
Sheldon,	Iowa		
August	8,	2012
robert k. Gubser (‘55)
Panora,	Iowa		
March	6,	2013
howard a. haas (‘54)
Huntingburg,	Ind.		
March	18,	2013
John C. haromy (‘54)
Lake	Wales,	Fla.		
June	8,	2012
Gordon r. held (‘56)
Young	Harris,	Ga.		
October	16,	2012
sam J. holman (‘51)
Aberdeen,	S.D.		
November	9,	2012
John F. krob (‘53)
Tipton,	Iowa		
February	1,	2013
Lawrence L. Lemanski (‘53)
Verona,	Wis.		
November	16,	2012
George W. meyerholz (‘54)
Estero,	Fla.		
November	30,	2012
radean s. miskimins (‘52)
Mitchell,	S.D.		
February	27,	2013
roger van Prooien (‘58)
Sheboygan	Falls,	Wis.		
June	20,	2012
Ben F. schlegel (‘50)
Fayetteville,	Ark.		
February	16,	2013
John e. smith (‘54)
Wadena,	Iowa		
February	9,	2013




Wallace L. vermeer (‘56)
Orange	City,	Iowa		
March	19,	2013




George h. atkins (‘66)
Springfield,	Ill.		
January	20,	2012
terry B. kislingbury (‘67)
Boone,	Iowa		
June	26,	2012
robert h. mcLain (‘64)
Richmond,	Ill.		
April	8,	2012
Donald J. tesdall (‘62)
Des	Moines,	Iowa		
October	2,	2012




terry r. Coonradt (‘78)
Canton,	Ill.		
March	3,	2013
robert J.  mcCullough (‘77)
Naperville,	Ill.		
April	17,	2012








The Iowa State University College of Veterinary Medicine wishes to express its heartfelt 
sympathy and condolences to the families and friends of the following alumni.
In Memoriam 
College of Veterinary Medicine
Ames, Iowa 50011
Return Service Requested
On May 20, 2013, in the lobby of Iowa state university’s hixson-Lied 
small animal hospital, Governor terry Branstad signed a proclamation 
declaring 2013 as the year of the veterinarian in Iowa, commemorating 
150 years of organized veterinary medicine and the founding of the 
american veterinary medical association. “It’s only fitting to have 
Governor Branstad sign the proclamation on Iowa state’s campus	–	
to recognize Iowa’s veterinarians for their dedication and contributions 
to the health and well-being of animals and humans,” said Iowa state 
President steven Leath.
 Prior to introducing Governor Branstad and Lieutenant Governor 
kim reynolds during the ceremony, Dr. Lisa k. nolan, the Dr. stephen 
G. Juelsgaard Dean of veterinary medicine at Iowa state said, “the 
citizens of Iowa can be proud of our veterinarians and the numerous 
roles that they serve in society, from the practitioner who takes care of 
the family pet or the farm’s livestock, to the veterinarian who protects 
the nation’s food supply and public health.”
 Governor Branstad’s visit to the Isu College of veterinary medicine 
is a momentous occasion,” said Dr. Jodie Pettit, President of the Iowa 
veterinary medical association. “We are thrilled to have this opportunity 
to showcase the college’s updated clinical and teaching facilities, and 
thank the state legislature for their support in making those improvements. 
their investment made it possible for Isu to continue educating future 
veterinarians, many of whom remain within the state to perpetuate the 
legacy of the Gentle Doctor.”
Year of the Veterinarian
From left: Dean Lisa K. Nolan, Governor Terry Branstad, ISU President Steven 
Leath, Lieutenant Governor Kim Reynolds, 2013 IVMA President Jodie Pettit, 
and ISU Senior Vice President and Provost Jonathan Wickert. Photo: Bob Elbert
